
 
 
A meeting of the Seward Cemetery Board was held September 8, 2025 at 5:04 PM at 
the Seward North Cemetery Office, Seward, Nebraska.  Board members present were 
Clark Koehler, Jeff Volzke, Ben Hughes, and Lynn Brumm.  Others in attendance were 
Chris Nunn, Kent Chelewski, Brent Pederson and Zane Francescato. 
 
1. CONSENT ITEMS: Discussion/Action 
The minutes from the previous meeting on June 9, 2025 were reviewed.  A motion by 
Lynn Brumm was made and a second by Ben Hughes to accept the minutes.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
There was a discussion regarding the election of a Chairman.  A motion was made by 
Ben Hughes with a second by Jeff Volzke to elect Clark Koehler for the office of 
Chairman.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
3. ELECTION OF SECRETARY 
There was a discussion regarding the election of a Secretary.  A motion was made by 
Ben Hughes with a second by Jeff Volzke to elect Lynn Brumm for the office of 
Secretary.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
4. UPDATE FOLLOWING AUGUST 9th STORM 
A discussion regarding the storm damage of August 9th indicated some granite grave 
markers sustained damage.  The families of these grave sites are responsible for any 
repairs regarding damage to the markers, however, Kent indicated that they will attempt 
to repair any minor damage to the markers as time permits. Any major damage will be 
the responsibility of the affected families. 
 
New steel posts have been ordered to replace the wooden posts that hold the signs that 
indicated the different sections of each cemetery. This is to alleviate the problem of the 
wooden posts rotting and falling over. 
 
There are several trees that were marked for removal due to disease as well as ones 
damaged by the August 9th storm.  The City personnel will be removing several of 
these trees during the fall/winter season as time permits. 
 
5.TREE REPLACEMENT DONATIONS 
There was a discussion regarding the possibility that the public may wish to make 
donations for tree replacement in the cemeteries. Jeff Volzke indicated he has been in 
contact with the Seward Independent to possibly feature a news article to see if there is 
community interest in pursuing this. Jeff said he would follow up with the Seward 
Independent to see if they could do this. 
 
6. COST INCREASE FOR OPENING/CLOSING GRAVES 



Kent and Chris mentioned that we should look into updating our pricing for opening and 
closing a grave and also cremation burial charges.  After some discussion, it was 
agreed that Chris and Kent will call other communities with similar populations to 
Seward to do a cost comparison of these charges. They are hopeful that they will have 
this information for our next scheduled meeting. 
 
7.  CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL SERVICE 
The annual Christmas Memorial Service was discussed.  There was a motion by Lynn 
Brumm with a second by Ben Hughes to set the date on Monday December 8th at 6:00 
PM.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
8.  TREE DONATION 
This item was discussed under item 5. 
 
9.  SCHEDULED NEXT MEETING (DECEMBER 1, 2025 AT 5:00 PM) 
 
10. ADJOURN 
Lynn Brumm made a motion at 5:57 PM with a second by Ben Hughes to 
adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Clark Koehler/Acting Secretary 
 


